
Just for fun – how it was done! 
 

Have you ever wanted to shoot that image often seen in fine art prints of vegetables 
or other objects splashing into water? I did, but somehow thought it was a bit cheezy 
or not technically challenging enough for me – until I tried to do it! 
 
The key things to remember is ‘preparation’ and ‘control’. After a bit of research and 
some experimentation, I got a list of things needed to make it happen. Some of the 
items I already had and others I needed to buy, but these weren’t too expensive and 
when my great friend Podge Kelly came to visit, I had a willing assistant to help me 
out with the shot. You can do this on your own but it’s just a little more awkward. 
 

 
 

The final image 

 
Equipment: 

• 40 litre seamless glass fish tank – this was my main purchase and cost be about 
£35 off the internet. The tank needs to be glass to avoid getting scratches or 
water deposits sticking to the front which will need to be edited out on the final 
print. 

• 2 off camera speedlights with remote triggering. I already had these items and 
were triggered with my pocket wizard system. 

• Two clear freezer bags to protect the flash units from splashes. 

• Squeegee to clean the glass after each shot. 

• A couple of brightly coloured peppers. These items were bought but could be 
recycled for Sunday lunch! 

• A towel to mop up any excess water from the set area. 

• A small table to raise up the tank to a comfortable shooting height. 

• Various camera and lighting stands. 

• Dark (preferably black) card to use as a background. You can use white but will 
need to light this separately to keep it ‘clean’. 



The main tank setup can be seen in Photo 1. The tank was raised up on a small coffee 
table and seated onto a dark sheet or towel to keep any stray reflections away. This 
was then filled with water to just over halfway (approx. 25 litres). If you use a smaller 
tank then you may struggle to keep the edges out of the shot. 
 
The dark grey background was stood up against the back of a chair for support. The 
grey background will come out black in the final shot when everything is set up 
properly. This is why it’s easier to shoot with a dark rather than white background. 
 
The speedlights were set up on tripods either side of the tank (one above and to the 
right and one to the left at the waterline). The lights were set for manual exposure on 
remote triggers, and the heads were covered with the clear freezer bags for protection. 
(Photos 2 &3). You may need to adjust the power settings on the flash units depending 
on the amount of ambient light in your studio space but start with both units at F8 and 
1/125s. A lot will depend on how dark your studio is and the power of your flash units). 
The corresponding settings obviously need to be set on the camera also. 
 

Photo 1 – The main tank setup 



 
 

Photo 2 – Speedlight and freezer bag above the tank 

 

 
 

Photo 3 – Speedlight and freezer bag at the water line 



 
 
 
 
The camera was fitted to a low tripod with a remote release and 70-200mm zoom lens. 
This lens was set at around 110mm to give as much room around the shooting area 
without including the edges of the tank (Photo 4). Focussing this close with a zoom 
becomes quite critical even at f8 or f16, so we used our finger in the tank to set the 
‘range’ to aid focussing. Don’t forget we will be shooting at relatively high speed in 
manual mode. 
 

 
 

Photo 4 – The camera position 

 
The next bit involved a lot of trial and error…..dropping the peppers into our focussing 
area above the waterline and timing the camera release to catch the best possible 
splash effect. This is why its best if there are two of you, one to drop the peppers and 
one to time the camera release. After each shot we wiped the front glass of the tank 
with the squeegee to remove water droplets. We also found that if you drop the 



peppers stalks down, then we got better splashes and it slowed them from dropping 
too far into the tank. 
 
 
 

 
 

Photo 5 – Props and squeegee 
 

You can use anything from fruit, fist, cans, in fact anything that will make a splash. Our 
final result can be seen at the head of this article. Remember – have fun. 
 


